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Expert forecast:
"New technology

challenges
university
learning”

Thomas Fiirth is director of Kairos
Future, a Swedish-based international
consultancy for future research.

At a conference on research
communication in Gothenburg in
May 2014, he outlined important
trends that will have implications for
tomorrow’s lecturing at traditional
universities and institutes.

1/ Communication costs will go
down, almost to zero, thanks to the
internet.

2/ New actors are challenging the
universities. One example is the free
education available from the Khan
Academy.

3/ MOOC:s are on the rise. A Massive
Open Online Course is aimed at
unlimited participation and open
access via the web. Several US
universities already require that
students first have a basic education
from a MOOC. Tomorrow, students
might prefer to have a MOOC
qualification from MIT instead of

a traditional qualification from a
European university.

4/ Gaming will also be used in
education. Students are challenged
and strive to “survive” and jump
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Traditional class-lectures will be challenged

by digital top-of-the line courses, said
Thomas Firth. photo Mats Hannerz

to the next level. Mathletics is one

example, already used by thousands

of students across Europe.

All these trends will put a pressure
on the universities, who will see
areduced interest in traditional
class lectures. A popular teacher of
tomorrow will be one who acts and
inspires on a web-based platform,
reaching thousands of students.

The best teacher of

tomorrow? photo from Demaure

du Chaos, Thierry Ehrmann."
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Salt Lake City is the host of the 24th
IUFRO World Congress to be held
5—-11 October 2014. The expected
4500 forest researchers from more
than 100 countries will meet to

hold discussions under the theme
Sustaining forests, sustaining people:
the role of research.

SNS and its journals Scandinavian
Journal of Forest Research and Wood
Material Science and Engineering
will be visible at the congress. A
side event will focus on research
in bioeconomy in a broad sense.

The event, with the working title
“Research for a fossil free society

— the Nordic example”, will include
short presentations providing an
overview of bioeconomy from a
policy, economic, biomass production
and industry innovation perspective.
The side event will be accompanied
by the release of a special issue

of Scandinavian Journal of Forest
Research on bioeconomy.

SNS will also be active in booths
together with both SLU and Taylor &
Francis.

Reserve Thursday 9 October
evening for the side event!
Contact: Mats Hannerz,

mats.hannerz@silvinformation.se
or Inga Bodeker, bodeker.sns@slu.se

Write to the scientific editor:
Mats Hannerz,

Silvinformation AB
mats.hannerz@silvinformation.se

More info about SNS:
www.nordicforestresearch.org

News & Views is a newsletter from SNS
containing short, popularized

articles covering Nordic forest research and
forestry. Articles presenting

SNS-supported activities are prioritized. The
newsletter is published eight

times per year, and is available for
download from the SNS and Scandinavian
Journal of Forest Research websites.
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